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Zawadi Africa Educational Fund 2009 Press Release 

July 2009 marks several milestones in the years since the first airlifts were pioneered by Tom Mboya. This year marks 

the 50th anniversary of the first of the American student airlifts that took almost 1000 students to the US between 1959 

and 1963. The success of those airlifts is well-documented with many of the original airlift students returning to their 

home countries to lead key institutions, including the Universities, government ministries and parastatals. Two of the 

airlift beneficiaries famously went on to put their home country of Kenya on the map, with one winning the Nobel 

Peace prize, and another, siring the first black President of the United States of America.  

July also marks several milestones for the Zawadi Africa Educational Fund, a program that was conceived from the 

мфслΩǎ ŀƛǊƭƛŦǘǎΦ The Zawadi Africa Educatonal Fund was founded in 2002 by Dr. Susan Mboya, daughter of the late 

mailto:info@zawadiafrica.org
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Tom Mboya. The Zawadi Africa Educational Fund helps bright, financially disadvantaged young women to attend top 

colleges and Universities around the globe, with most students going to the  United States. To date, Zawadi has 55 

scholarship students in approximately 40 colleges and Universities, including Yale, MIT, Smith College, University of 

Miami, Villanova University and Hillsdale College.  

In 2008, Zawadi secured scholarships for 31 students, an all-time record for the program. Importantly this was the 

first year in which Zawadi Africa sent students to African Universities, demonstrating the belief of the organization, 

that a quality education can be obtained in all parts of the world, including Africa: Two students went to USIU, two 

to the University of Cape Town, and three to JKUAT. ZawadiΩs expansion into African Universities was made possible 

by a grant by Google. Google has committed to the development of female engineers in Africa, and is investing 

heavily behind this program. Google, In partnership with Zawadi, has funded full scholarships for 5 students from 

Africa, three at JKUAT and 2 at the University of Cape Town. All of the girls will be majoring in Engineering with focus 

on Electrical or Computer engineering. Zawadi recently signed a new agreement with Google for an additional 8 

scholarships that will enable more young women to study engineering in Africa.  

In 2009, Zawadi will also focus on expanding our services to offer scholarships to girls from South Africa, Ghana and 

Swaziland by 2010.  

In 2008, Zawadi founded a Ugandan secretariat, with the help of members of the Madhvani family. The Madhvani 

family has long been associated with furthering education of bright young people in Uganda with the aim of 

developing a pipeline of talent for the future leadership of the country. The Madhvani Foundation gives out over 

____ in scholarships each year to needy Ugandan scholars. In 2009, zawadi sent 2 Ugandan girls to study Computer 

engineering at the University of Cape Town, in South Africa.  

 In June 2009 Zawadi held its second annual Leadership Conference, at Hillsdale College in Michigan.  The theme of this 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ άtǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ǘƛƳŜƭŜǎǎ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛples of 

leadership and the importance of practicing and demonstrating leadership behaviors early on in everything we do. As 

part of the conference, Zawadi held a round table discussion about  the realities of returning to Africa and of the job 

search, and the skills a young person needs to cultivate in order to become competitive in the African job market. 

¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 5Ǌ t[h [ǳƳǳƳōŀΣ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t[h [ǳƳǳƳōŀ 

Foundation. Other speakers included, Mr. Lennard Asher, CEO of Empowerment Resource Technologies, Inc., Mr 

Haskell Ward, Director of Government relations for  Seacom, the Company that will be bringing the first fiberoptic 

network line to Africa in July, and Dr. Larry Arnn, President of Hillsdale College.  

Zawadi will hold its annual fundraising benefit at the Laico Grand Regency Hotel in Nairobi Kenya on July 9th 2009.  

Zawadi has been hard at work mapping out plans for 2009. We are pleased to announce that Zawadi Africa will send 

25 additional students to colleges and Universities around the globe a value of over $4 million, in education that will 

come back to benefit the people of our region. Zawadi students will be joining an impressive roster of  Colleges this 

Fall, including Harvard,  Smith, Hillsdale College, Meredith College, Rutgers University, Hamilton College and repeat 

scholarships for USIU who has generously given 2 additional scholarships for the program for a total of 4.   

 

We are extremely proud of these accomplishments, and we are grateful to all our sponsors, too numerous to name. 

We have been fortunate to have the support of many individuals and corporations including including Coca-Cola, 
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Google, Nation, Safaricom, and Scanad PR, as well as the parents and guardians of our Zawadi scholars, and many 

individuals who have given of their time and talents to make the program the success that it is.  

 None of this would have been possible without the help of these dedicated and generous supporters who believe in 

our Vision and Mission.   

That said we cannot rest on our laurels; there is still a great deal that we need to accomplish in the coming year.  

i)  We need to successfully transition these 25 young women to college by September 2009 including  
             providing orientation and help with transportation and startup costs including books, warm clothing  and 
             incidentals to ensure a smooth assimilation into their new schools. 
ii) We need to secure new scholarships for Fall 2010. We have  set ourselves a very  stretching goal of 50  
             scholarships for Fall 2010.  
iii) We will expand our network of Colleges and Universities beyond Kenya and the US to include Universities    
                 in Uganda, Ghana and Swaziland  
iv) We will build on our partnership with Google, to offer 8 new scholarships in Computer Science and  
            Computer  Engineering, to deserving girls.  
v) Zawadi will be working to repatriate graduates of our program back to Kenya in 2010. We expect to have 7  
             Graduates in 2010, and Zawadi will be working with local sponsors and corporations to secure housing and  
              employment for the students  
vi) Zawadi will be moving into new premises that will include computer facilities  for the students to complete  
             their college applications, a library, meeting rooms and study facilities for students, and boarding facilities  
             for students travelling from upcountry.   
 

With the current economic turmoil that the world is experiencing, we believe that the need for this program is 
greater than ever, and we hope that we will continue to receive the support and encouragement of our partners as 
ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά½ŀǿŀŘƛέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƎƛŦǘέ ƛƴ {ǿŀƘƛƭƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ the help of the 
public and corporations we will be able to give the gift of a first rate education to even more deserving young 
women, bringing positive change to the African communities and families that we serve.     

We hope that you will join us in inviting members of the public who share our Vision and Mission to support us by  

sending donations, however big or small, or by joining us at our Fundraising Dinner at the Laico Grand Regency  

Hotel on July 9th 2009. Guest of Honor will be HE Ambassador Bethwell Kiplagat, and Paul Tergat. 

 

Details of Zawadi Africa 2009 Scholarship Awards, and of the Zawadi Africa fundraising event are attached.  
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The Advisory Board of the 

Zawadi Africa Educational Fund 

Requests the honour of your presence at a dinner to celebrate  

the award of 25 (twenty-five) scholarships in 2009 

On Thursday July 9th, 2009 

From Seven Oõclock pm 

The Laico Grand regency  Hotel , Ballroom 

Guests of Honor 

HE Ambassador Bethwell Kiplagat 

Mr Paul Tergat 

Tickets: KSh 10,000 ($130) per person 

 Ksh 100,000 ($1,300) per table 

KSh 300,000 ($3,900) to sponsor a girl 

Kindly R.S.V.P .by June 28th 2009 

Rose Adhiambo or Valerie Awuor 

Cell: 722-580-596 

Address:  Hazina Towers,  

16th floor, ICRI offices 

Monrovia Street, Nairobi 

Email: Adhiambo19@yahoo.com or 

valerie.awuor@zawadiafrica.org      

mailto:Adhiambo19@yahoo.com
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Zawadi Africa September 2009 Scholarship Recipients 

 Name & School University/ College Major 

1 Fiona Assimwe, St Marys, Uganda University of Cape Town Computer Engineering 

2 Marylene Batadonda, St Marys, 
Uganda 

University of Cape Town Computer Engineering 

3  Pauline Nasambu Wafula ,  

Loreto Limuru 

Hamilton University Economics 

4 Annette Jeptoo Kiplagat,  

Precious Blood School Riruta 

Duke University Electrical and Computer 
Engineering 

5 Emily Adhiambo Dunga,  

Sori Secondary School 

Lakeland College Business Administration and 
Management 

6 Laurine Achieng,  

Oyugi Ogango secondary School 

Lakeland College Accounting 

7 Peris Gathoni Kimemia, 

 Arutani Girls Secondary School 

Rippon College Economics 

8 Mercy Gakii,  

Alliance Girls High School  

Meredith College Statistics 

9 Rose Awuor Okeyo,  

Alliance Girls High School 

Hillsdale College Biochemistry 

10 Agnes Mathenge Gakenia, 

 Kenya High School 

Hofstra University Mathematical Business 
Economics 

11 Faith Cheyech Rialem,  

Alliance Girls High School 

Hofstra University Business Management 

12 Peggy Walenda Mativo,  

Loreto High school Limuru 

Harvard University Biochemistry 

13 June Lukuyu Midecha,  

Alliance Girls High School 

Smith College Electrical Engineering 

14 Renice Atieno Obure,  Rutgers University Computer Science 
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Moi Girls High School Eldoret 

15 Grace Mwelu Loki,  

Matungulu Girls Secondary school 

Rutgers University Computer Science 

16 Edna Kiome,  

Kaaga Girls' High School, Meru 

JKUAT Computer science 

17 Maureen Mbeti Musyoka,  

Misyani Girls' Secondary School 

JKUAT Computer science 

18 Florence Kamonji,  

Alliance Girls High School 

Wesleyan  

19 Jackline Atieno Odhiambo, 

 St. Marks Obambo Secondary Sch. 

Williams College  

20 Laetitiah Bonareri Magara,  

Kenya High School 

Whitman College 

 

 

21 Onudi Lorna Grace A.,  

Alliance Girls High School 

Villanova University  

22 Ruth Murugi Karanja,  

Pangani Girls High School, Nairobi 

Ithaca College  

23.  Charity _________ Ohio State University  

24.  ________ Ohio State University  

25 _________ USIU  

26. _________ USIU  

27  Hillsdale College  
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 
Zawadi Expansion & 2009 Student Highlights 

2 
Summer Leadership Conference,  Zawadi Benefit 

Dinner, Duke University 

3 
Zawadi Program Coordinators and  2009 Scholarships  

4 
Student Highlights 

  

 2009 ς ZAWADI AFRICA  

EXPANSION

 

Zawadi Africa has expanded into Uganda.  We have 2 

students from Uganda that have been awarded Google 

scholarships -- Lynn Fiona Asiimwe and Marylene 

Batondana.  Both Lynn and Marylene are enrolled at Cape 

Town University in South Africa studying Computer 

Engineering. 

2009 ZAWADI AFRICA ANNUAL SUMMER LEADERSHIP 

ZAWADI AFRICA 2009 STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS 

                 Margaret Mongare 

 

Margaret is currently a junior at Smith College, pursuing a 
double degree in Biochemistry and Economics.  This 
summer, Margaret will be working at the Mayo Clinic School 
of Medicine.  For her senior year at Smith, Margaret has 
been selected to receive the Kahn Fellowship.  Each year, 
the Kahn Institute supports two yearlong projects that 
include both Faculty and Student Fellows who work on 
individual research projects that center around a common 
theme. Projects are proposed and organized by one or two 
faculty members who establish its theme, select its Fellows 
from among the applicants, and guide its progress 
throughout the year.  Margaret will be working on a 
ά²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued on next page 
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CONFERENCE ς The 2009 Annual Zawadi Africa Leadership 

Conference was held on June 11-June 13, 2009 at Hillsdale 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ IƛƭƭǎŘŀƭŜΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ  άtǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇέΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

were taught the fundamental, timeless guiding principles of 

leadership and the importance of practicing and 

demonstrating leadership behaviors early on in everything 

they do. 

As part of the conference, Zawadi held a round table 

discussion about  the realities of returning to Africa and of 

the job search, and the skills a young person needs to 

cultivate in order to become competitive in the African job 

market. 

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ  ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ  5ǊΦ tΦ[ΦhΦ 

Lumumba, Founder and President of the PLO Lumumba 

Foundation,  Lennard Asher, CEO of Empowerment 

Resource Technologies, Inc., Mr Haskell Ward, Head of 

Government Relations of Seacom, the Company that will be 

bringing the first fibreoptic network line to Africa in July, 

and Dr. Larry Arnn, President of Hillsdale College.  

 
2009 ZAWADI AFRICA BENEFIT IN NAIROBI, KENYA - The 

annual Zawadi Africa benefit dinner is scheduled  to be held 

on Tursday July 9
th
  2009  at the Laico Grand Regency Hotel 

in Nairobi, Kenya. Guests of Honor will be Ambassador 

Bethwell Kiplagat, and Mr Paul Tergat.  

 

 

 

 

DUKE UNIVERSITY- Proffessor Richard Lucic, Associate 
Chair, Department of Computer Science, at Duke University 
in Durham, North Carolina, has volunteered to help Zawadi 
create a video to share with our new recruits.  Professor 
Lucic and his students are preparing a video that will 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ άIƻǿ-¢ƻέ ¢ǳǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

and about U.S. College Life.  Three of our Zawadi 
students, Charity Wayua (Purdue University), Esther 
Wamunyi (Meredith College), and Ida Githu (Meredith 
College) volunteered their time to help Mr. Lucic and 
his students with this project and are featured in the 
video. 

 

Eucabeth Mose, Caroline Akinyi, Lillian Olando 

 

CLINTON GLOBAL INITIATIVE AWARD - Eucabeth (College 
of Mount St. Joseph), Caroline (Xavier University) and Lillian 
(University of Cincinnati) were invited to attend the Clinton 
Global Initiative held at the University of Texas in Austin, 
Texas in February.  They joined nearly one thousand 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /DLΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΥ  
Education, Energy & Climate Change, Global Health, Peace 
& Human Rights, and Poverty Alleviation. 
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2009 SCHOLARSHIPS ς To-date, Zawadi has awarded 

25scholarships beginning in Fall 2009 to 

colleges/universities including:  Harvard, Smith, Lakeland, 

Hillsdale, Carthage, Hamilton, MIT, Rutgers, Mount 

Holyoke, Hofstra, Williams and Duke. 

ZAWADI AFRICA PROGRAM COORDINATORS -   

 

Rose Adhiambo ς Kenya Program Coordinator 

 

Katie Linz ς U.S. Program Coordinator 

Rose and Katie work together as a team to make sure 

Zawadi operate smoothly.  Although they live and work in 

different countries, they have managed to form a close 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ  YŀǘƛŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ 

where Zawadi would be today without the help of Rose.  

The knowledge that they are participating actively in 

changing the future leadership and the lives of so many 

African women is quite an honor for both of them.   

Maureen Osogo and Scholastica Njoroge  

 

Maureen and Scholastica, freshmen at Carthage College in 
Kenosha, Wisconsin, are members of the International 
Friendship Society at Carthage.  Every year they have an 
international dinner to raise funds to be used to assist 
needy persons or organizations.  This year, Maureen and 
Scholastica nominated  Zawadi Africa as a beneficiary of the 
fundraising.  After hearing MaureŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
Zawadi Africa, a vote was taken and Zawadi will be one of 
the three beneficiaries to receive funds. 

Maureen also received a certificate of honor for 
outstanding performance in the Fall 2008 term. 

continued from page 1 
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Winter Okoth and Marylucy Nchomama 

 

Winter and Marylucy, freshmen at Thomas More College in 

Crestview Hills, Kentucky, spent their Spring Break in 

Louisiana helping to build houses with Habitat for 

Humanity.  Both girls have just been chosen by Thomas 

More for summer job positions at Thomas More College 

Biology Field Station on the Ohio River.  Winter has also 

been awarded with a Resident Assistant position at Thomas 

More beginning Fall 2009. 

Brenda Ratemo 

 

 Brenda is a junior at Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio.  

My interest in Public Health was sparked after I took a 

Christian Health Ethics class. I found the topics covered very 

interesting and I was especially drawn to the documentary 

made ōȅ ¢Φ wΦ wŜƛŘ ƻƴ btw ά{ƛŎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ŀōƻǳǘ 

different healthcare systems practiced by different 

countries as well as articles written by Daniel Callahan 

focusing on limiting health resources. I was later on 

awarded the Brueggeman fellowship which has enabled me 

to do an independent study on Financing of the Kenyan 

Healthcare system. My study is still underway, but I plan to 

go to Kenya over the summer to collect more information 

about our healthcare system and do a comparative study 

with one or more other countries. In the future I hope to 

combine a specialization in Preventive Medicine and Public 

Health. 

 

Rose Faith Odack and Viona Kwanboka  

 

Rose and Viona, freshmen at USIU in Nairobi, Kenya, are very 

grateful to Zawadi Africa for giving them a chance to pursue 

their dreams.  Being at USIU has exposed them  to many 

opportunities in relation to education, social life, co- curricular 

activities, and learning about other cultures because  USIU has 

a lot of students from other cultures both in Africa and the rest 

of the world. 

άWe have engaged in so many activities ever since we joined 

the campus.  During the fall semester, we took part in the 

residents Quiz challenge and emerged the Winners. We were 

awarded the most prestigious cup in USIU. We also applied for 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨΩ L /Ihh{9 [LC9 ς !CwL/!ΩΩ 

of which we were selected to undergo a vigorous training 

session that took just about 32 hours to complete.  We 

graduated and were awarded certificates and recommendation 

letters and we are officially Certified Peer Educators.  We are 

more knowledgeable on issues concerning HIV/AIDS, Life Skills, 

Conflict Management,  just to mention but a few.  We went for 

a practicum at Mathare Slums to visit and donate foodstuff 

among other domestic accessories to the people living with 

HIV/AIDS. The situation on the ground among people living 

with HIV/AIDS in the slum areas was pitiable, we sympathized 

with them,  but it also opened our eyes to the fact that 

stigmatization is still an issue in our society today and poverty 

is a major factor limiting them from accessing a balanced diet 

ŀƴŘ !w±Ω{Φ  !ǘ ¦{L¦Σ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦǳƴΦ [ŀǎǘ 

semester, we had a school trip to Lake Magadi and the National 

Museum.  This semester, we visited Hells gate and we hiked for 

about four hours climbing hills, crossing rivers and the hot 

spring. Thanks to Zawadi Africa, we are able to experience all 

these enlightening events that we would have probably not 

ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΦέ 

 


